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ABSTRACT

TH E E F F E C T S  O F E X E M PL IFIE D  CRIM E REPO R TS O N  S E L F
PR O TECTIV E RESPO N SE

By

S a to ru  Awano

Crim e rep o rts  in  th e  m ed ia  seem  to influence people 's self-protective 

behav io r to w ard  rep o rted  c rim e. Four rep o rtin g  s ty les: (1) b a se  ra te  

in fo rm ation , (2) exem plar, (3) enhanced  exem plar, an d  (4) com bination  o f  base  

ra te  in fo rm ation  a n d  ex em p la r w ere exam ined  to m easu re  re la tiv e  s tre n g th  

a n d  endu rance  o f self-pro tective  responses. E xem plar th e o ry  exp la in s th a t  

v iv idness of th e  exem plar m ak e s  i t  m ore accessible in  h u m a n  m em ory, an d  

th u s  i t  y ields s tro n g e r p r im in g  effect th a n  base  ra te  in fo rm ation . F ind ings 

in d ica ted  th a t  th e re  w ere no sign ifican t differences be tw een  conditions, 

how ever th e  ex em p la r th eo ry  w as supported  in  the  com parison  be tw een  base  

ra te  condition a n d  th ree  o th e r  conditions. B ased  on  th e  p rim in g  theory, self- 

p ro tective  resp o n ses w ould be short-lived. F indings su p p o rted  th e  sh o r t­

te rm  effect o f self-protective responses in  accordance w ith  th e  p rim in g  theory. 

F in d in gs also revealed  th a t  th e  superio rity  of exem p lar over b ase  ra te  

in fo rm ation  on  self-pro tective responses d isap p ea red  over tim e .
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C H A PTER O N E  
In tro d u c tio n

We som etim es find th a t, a f te r  a  p a r tic u la r  type o f  c rim e  is rep o rted  in  

th e  m edia, s im ila r crim es w ill be rep o rted  one a fte r  a n o th e r  for a  ce rta in  

period . I t  is s till  fre sh  in  o u r m em ories th a t  severa l shoo tings by tee n ag e rs  

h a p p e n e d  consecutively  a t  d ifferen t schools w ith in  a  sh o r t  tim e. T h is 

m ig h t be in te rp re te d  as be in g  th a t  s im ila r  crim es happened  ju s t  

coincidentally , o r t h a t  th e  m ed ia  took up s im ila r  inciden ts ju s t  to m a in ta in  

th e  aud ience 's in te re s t. O n th e  o th e r h an d , there  seem s to be som e 

co rre la tio n  be tw een  new s rep o rts  an d  a  c h a in  o f sim ila r ev en ts .

A n in d iscrim in a te  m u rd er w ith  po isoned  food occurred  in  W akayam a, 

J a p a n  in  th e  1998 sum m er. A fter th e  in c id en t w as re p o rte d  nationw ide, 

m a n y  s im ila r cases occurred a n d  w ere rep o rte d  by th e  m edia. In  th e  

W akayam a case, poisonous substance, a rsen ic , w as p u t  in to  a  food se rv ed  

for a  sum m er festiva l; in  consequence, th re e  died. In  su b seq u en t cases, 

o th e r  w ays w ere u sed  to a tte m p t m u rd er: cyanide in  a  teap o t a n d  in  a  

c an n e d  tea , pestic ide  in  a  b o ttled  drink , c reso l in  a  d ie t d rin k , need les in  

food, a n d  so on. Those cases took p lace in  a  v a rie ty  o f p laces such  a s  a  

com pany  office, su p e rm ark e ts  an d  convenience sto res. U n fo rtu n a te ly  

th e re  a re  no s ta tis tic s  availab le  ab o u t th o se  cases excep t th a t  A sah i

1
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S h in b u n  (a  new spaper) rep o rte d  th a t  seven  needle-in-food cases w ere 

rep o rte d  to M orioka  C ity  Police from  J a n u a ry  29 to F e b ru a ry  13, 1999 a n d  

v ir tu a lly  sim ultaneously , from  J a n u a ry  30 to  F e b ru a ry  13, seven needle-in- 

food cases w ere  rep o rted  to  K ochi P refec tu re  Police.

W h e th e r o r not m ed ia  repo rts  in fluenced  those  im ita tio n  crim es, 

th e re  w ere too m an y  in c id en ts  for th em  to be m erely  coincidental. W h at 

also  d rew  m y  a tte n tio n  w ere  n o t only th e se  im ita tio n  crim es b u t also th e  

fac t th a t  m a n y  people so u g h t m edical he lp , com plain ing  of stom ach  ache 

and /o r experienc ing  a  s tra n g e  ta s te  a f te r  h av in g  w h a t tm m ed o u t to be 

unpoisoned  d r in k  or food. Moreover, m an y  people stopped  bu y in g  food 

th a t  o th ers  m ig h t have p u t  som eth ing  in to . N ot only copycat crim e b u t 

also  a p p reh en s io n  and  self-protective response  to w ard  s im ila r crim e m igh t 

be evoked by  new s rep o rts  d ea lin g  w ith  ev en ts  in  th e  re a l w orld. The 

m ech a n ism  o f  how  crim e rep o rts  affect people 's feelings an d  behaviors in  

re la tio n  to th e  o rig inal rep o rte d  crim e h a s  no t been  sufficien tly  s tu d ied  in  

th e  a re a  o f m e d ia  effects.

R ep o rtin g  style m igh t be an o th er im p o rta n t fac to r of th e  im pact o f a  

new s rep o rt on  a n  aud ience. T here a re  m an y  types o f m ed ia  repo rting . 

Som e rep o rts  only  te ll w h en  a n d  w h a t happened , who w as th e  suspect, a n d  

w here  i t  took  p lace. O th e rs  report m ore precise  in fo rm atio n  such  as how 

d id  th e  su sp ec t look, how w as the  crim e com m itted, w h a t w as th e  m otive, 

a n d  so on. A n d  some m ed ia  tre a t a  c rim e in  a  very  sen sa tio n a l way. 

T here  m ig h t b e  a  difference in  response accord ing  to  th e  sty le  of repo rting .

How lo n g  th e  effect la s ts  is also a n  im p o rta n t question . A  m u rd e r by

2
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cyanide in  a  teapo t in  N agano w as followed b y  30 sim ila r cases. Those cases 

h ad  b e e n  reported  to  N agano P refec tu re  Police 20 days a fte r  i t  happened . 

V ictim s claim ed th a t  so m eth in g  w as w rong w ith  food or d rin k  they  h ad  had, 

b u t in  a ll  th e  cases, no h a rm fu l substance  w as found. A fter 20 days p ast, 

no fu r th e r  such  cases w ere repo rted . We w ould  assum e th a t  th e  effect of 

the  crim e report la s ts  for only a  b r ie f  period o f tim e.

T h e re  a re  m an y  aspects to  be considered in  th is  phenom enon. In  th is  

study, th e y  will be approached  from  th e  aspect o f s tre n g th  a n d  endurance  of 

the  effects of new s repo rts , d ea ling  w ith  crim e, on  self-protective responses 

tow ard  th e  repo rted  crim es in  te rm s  of p rim in g  theory. T his theory  is 

u su a lly  u sed  to ex p la in  th e  re la tio n  betw een  m ed ia  violence an d  view ers' 

aggression . A t th e  sam e tim e, th e  effect of d ifferen t reporting  sty les w ill be 

in v es tig a ted  in  th e  context of com paring  th e  exem plar in  p rim ing  effect 

w ith  b ase  ra te  inform ation .

3
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CH A PTER TWO 
P rev ious S tud ies

T he influence o f  m essages v ia  th e  m edia on  aud ience’s  feelings a n d  

behav io r h as b een  s tu d ied  m ain ly  in  th e  context o f th e  im p ac t o f m ed ia  

(especially television) violence on  aggression. B erkow itz is  one of th e  

lead ing  resea rch e rs  o f m ed ia  violence. He h a s  exp la ined  th e  re la tionsh ip  

betw een  m edia violence a n d  aggression  adop ting  a  psychology theo ry  o f 

p rim ing . The p rim in g  effect is re fe rred  to as;

...w h en  people w itness, read , o r h e a r  of a n  ev en t v ia  th e  m ass 
m edia, ideas h a v in g  a  s im ila r m ean ing  a re  ac tiv a ted  in  th em  
for a  sho rt tim e  a fte rw ards , a n d  these th o u g h ts  in  tu r n  can  
ac tiva te  o th e r  sem an tica lly  re la te d  ideas a n d  action  tendencies .
(Jo & B erkow itz, 1994)

Berkow itz believes th a t  th e  process of m em ory and  reca ll is  im p o rtan t 

to u n d e rs tan d  m ed ia  effects a n d  th a t  th e  concept o f cognitive- 

neoassociationism  (A nderson & Bower, 1973; L an d m an  & M anis, 1983) 

provides a  good fram ew ork  to ex p la in  them . H e ind ica tes th e  im portance 

of th a t  concept.

W h at is im p o rta n t is th a t  m em ory is reg ard ed  as a  collection of 
ne tw ork  co n sis tin g  o f u n its  o r nodes (rep resen ting  su b s ta n tiv e

4
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e lem en ts  o f though t, feelings, a n d  so on) t h a t  a re  
in te rconnected  th ro u g h  associative  p a thw ays. T he  s tre n g th  of 
these  p a th w ay s is p resu m ab ly  a  function  o f a  v a rie ty  o f  factors, 
inc lu d in g  contiguity, sim ila rity , a n d  sem an tic  re la te d n ess . 
(Berkow itz, 1984)

A ccording to h is  e x p la n a tio n  of th e  p rim in g effect, w h e n  a  th o u g h t 

e lem en t is  activa ted , i t  com es o u t from  "a p a rtic u la r  node along th e  

associative  p a th w ay s to  o th e r  nodes", t h a t  m eans o th e r  sem an tica lly  

re la te d  th o u g h ts  come to  m in d  aga in .

M any  e xperim en ts have  show n  proof o f  th e  im pact o f  m ed ia  violence on  

people 's aggressive  behavior b a sed  on p rim in g  effect. I n  g en era l those 

s tu d ies  b ro u g h t ab o u t th e  follow ing conclusion;

...u n d e r  c e r ta in  c ircum stances an d  for a  sh o rt p e rio d  o f tim e, 
th e re  is a n  increased  chance  th a t  th e  view ers w ill (a) have 
hostile  th o u g h ts  th a t  c a n  color th e ir  in te rp re ta tio n  o f o th e r  
people, (b) believe o th e r  form s o f aggressive conduct a re  
ju s tif ied  and /o r w ill b r in g  th e m  benefits, a n d  (c) be aggressively  
inclined . (Jo & Berkow itz, 1994)

As a lre a d y  m entioned  in  th e  defin ition  of th e  p rim in g  effect, th e  

observation  o f aggression  evokes not only  aggressive behav io r b u t also 

sem an tica lly  re la te d  ideas. W yer an d  S ru ll (1981) found  a n  evidence of 

p rim in g effect by req u irin g  th e i r  p a rtic ip a n ts  to describe a  ta rg e t  person  

w ith  g iven w ord se ts . P rim ed  subjects described a n  un favorab le  ta rg e t 

p e rso n  w ith  ag g ress io n -re la ted  w ords. T he p rim in g  effect h a s  b een  m ostly

5
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s tu d ied  in  th e  context o f  m ed ia  violence on  te lev ision  and  m ovies, b u t th e re  

is  evidence th a t  p o rtray a ls  o f agg ression  in  o th e r  m edia such  a s  radio, p r in t  

m edia, video gam es a n d  m usic videos b r in g  p rim ing  effects. (Berkow itz 

pp49-50)

T he p rim in g  th eo ry  could be app lied  to th e  m echanism  o f  the  ch a in  

effect o f p a rtic u la r  inc iden ts in  th e  re a l  w orld . The question  I  p resen ted  

firs t is  w h e th e r m ed ia  rep o rts  th a t  d ea l w ith  n a tu ra lly  occurring  even ts 

influence people or not. T here  hav e  been  a  few  stud ies approach ing  m edia  

effects by observational m ethods. Phillips, a s  a  sociologist, d irected  h is  

a tte n tio n  to  the  fact th a t  m an y  m ed ia  effects lite ra tu re  consisted  of 

labora to ry -based  s tud ies  o f c h ild ren  o r y o u th  a n d  it  w as doub tfu l if  those 

lab o ra to ry  stud ies could app ly  to  m edia  effects on  adu lts in  th e  rea l w orld. 

P h illips (1974) approached  th is  rea l-w orld  effect and  h as  found th a t  

m onth ly  suicide ra te s  rise  sign ifican tly  ju s t  a f te r  publicized suicide sto ries 

a p p ea r in  th e  news m edia. P h illip s (1979) a lso  found th a t  th e  num ber of 

autom obile fa ta lities  w as in c reased  for a  b r ie f  period a f te r  a  w idely 

publicized  suicide; m any  o f th e  acciden ts w ere  single-vehicle incidents, 

those w ere  considered suicide. A lthough  th e re  s till is controversy abou t 

th e  c au sa lity  betw een suicide s to ries  an d  c a r  accidents, it is im p o rtan t th a t  

he found a  clue th a t  th e re  m ig h t be a  re la tio n  betw een m ed ia  coverage of 

n a tu ra lly  occurring even ts a n d  people’s se lf-d irected  aggressive behavior in  

th e  re a l w orld.

P h illip s  explained  those fin d in gs in  te rm s  o f im itation , w hich  is one o f 

th e  observational lea rn in g  th eo ries  a n d  is  n a m e d  "the W erther effect," a f te r

6
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G oethe's l i te ra ry  hero w hose suicide w as im ita ted . H ow ever B erkow itz 

d isagreed  w ith  his in te rp re ta tio n  a n d  m a in ta in ed  th a t  i t  should  be 

in te rp re ted  in  te rm s o f  prim ing- Accord in g- to Berkow itz, "im itation  

generally  im plies th a t  th e  reproduced action is  physically sim ilar to th e  

po rtrayed  behavior." H e added, "it m ay  be b e tte r  to say  th a t  th e  observers 

responded to  th e  m ean ing  o f  th e  m edia  event a n d  exhib ited  behavior h av in g  

th e  sam e g en era l m eaning." P rim ing  does n o t necessarily  evoke th e  

iden tica l behav io r as th e  m edia  p resen ted . Therefore, some so-called 

copycat crim es an d  o th e r k inds o f reactions su ch  as people's self-protective 

response to w ard  p a rtic u la r  crim es repo rted  in  news m ed ia  could be 

in te rp re ted  a s  p rim ing  response. Following B erkow itz ' w ay of explanation , 

the  in te rp re ta tio n  of th e  copycat phenom enon w ould be a s  follows: a fte r  a n  

audience re a d  o r w atched  a  crim e report, for exam ple poison in  a  d r in k  

incident, th e  id ea  (construct) of d rin k  poisoning would be activa ted  in  th e  

person 's m in d for a w hile. A nd th en , w hen th a t  person happens to d rin k  

som ething, th e  construct would come up to th e  person 's m ind  again  a n d  i t  

would lead  to  sem an tica lly  re la te d  though ts o r behavior such  as checking 

out w h e th e r i t  ta s te s  r ig h t o r w h e th e r there  is a  sm all hole in  the  can, etc.

A no ther question  is w h e th er a  v a rie ty  o f repo rting  styles y ields 

different p rim in g  response o r not. F irst, I  n eed  to discuss th e  difference 

betw een new s reports a n d  fictional violent p rogram s to approach  th is  

question. T here  are  m ajo r differences betw een  a  news rep o rt and  a  v io len t 

program  in  te rm s o f conten t, construction  a n d  purpose. In  fic tional

7
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progra m s, p roducers c a n  depict a n  e v e n t in  m an y  w ay s an d  th a t  gives a n  

audience d ifferen t im pressions to w ard  th e  c o n te n t o f  th e  p rog ram s. 

A ggression-re la ted  th o u g h ts  w ill n o t be ac tiv a ted  un less th e  view ers 

consider th e  d ep ic ted  scenes aggressive. W hen th e  people who observed 

violent m ed ia  dep ic tions th in k  the  agg ression  is u n ju stif ied  and /o r is  risky  

behavior, aggressive th o u g h ts  and  inc lina tions could  be  re s tra in ed . O n  the  

o ther h a n d , new s re p o r ts  d ea l w ith  ev en ts  occurring  o n  a  daily  b a s is  for the  

purpose o f  p re se n tin g  w h a t is factual. T here  a re  no p lo ts a n d  no special 

effects to  im press o n  audience, as th e re  a re  on  a  fictional TV show. I t  

seem s th a t  aud iences o f new s reports do not resp o n d  in  d ifferen t w ay  as 

long a s  th e y  rep o rt th e  sam e event, because th e y  lack  d ram atic  effects. 

However, w hen  we ta k e  a  close look a t  th e  construction  of a  new s report, 

there  could  be v a rio u s  w ays of sen d in g  in fo rm ation  accord ing  to 

charac te ris tic s  of in c id en ts , tim e an d  space in  th e  m edia, editors' in ten tio n s  

and  so on . A ccording to Z illm ann (1994) typ ically  new s rep o rte rs  use two 

types o f in fo rm atio n  in  sto ries abou t social phenom ena: (a) b ase  ra te  

in fo rm ation  d e ta ilin g  th e  num ber or p roportion  of people or th in g s  involved 

in  a  g iven  social phenom enon  a n d  (b) exem plify ing  in form ation , or 

exem plars, abou t ind iv iduals w hose c ircum stances i l lu s tra te  the  

phenom enon  u n d e r rev iew . Z illm ann h a s  exam ined  the  effects o f those 

sty les o f new s rep o rts  in  te rm s of th e  exem plar theory. H is s tu d ie s  have 

been focused on th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  exem plar a n d  people’s percep tion  

of events, dep icted  b y  th e  exem plar, in  th e  re a l w orld . For exam ple, i t  w as 

show n th a t  sub jec ts  w ho read  th e  exem plar of a  carjack ing  story
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o v erestim a ted  th e  n u m b er o f persons k ille d  d u rin g  carjack ings in  th e  re a l 

world, b u t subjects who re a d  base r a te  in fo rm ation  ab o u t carjack ings d id  

not (Z illm ann, 1994).

The la rg e r  effect exem plar on self-protective response  a g a in s t base  

ra te  in fo rm ation  has b een  verified in  percep tions o f rep o rte d  even ts in  th e  

re a l w orld. B u t the  re la tionsh ip  b e tw een  prim in g  effects and  ex em p lar 

th eo ry  has n o t been  sufficiently  s tu d ied . I f  th e  ex em p la r theory  could  be 

app lied  to th e  p rim ing  effect, th en  a n  exem plified  crim e story  w ould  have 

s tronger prim in g  effects th a n  base  r a te  in form ation , a n d  a  self-protective 

response w ould  be evoked m ore easily  by  exem plify ing  in form ation  th a n  by 

base  ra te  s ta tis tic s .

In  th is  study, four types of crim e s to ry  (conditions) w ere exam ined: 1) 

base  ra te  inform ation, 2) exem plar, 3) en h an ced  exem plar a n d  4) 

com bination  o f base ra te  in fo rm ation  a n d  exem plar. T hey  investigated  th e  

re la tive  s tre n g th  and  d u ra tio n  of self-pro tective response  tow ard  rep o rted  

crim es.

9
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CH A PTER TH R EE 
H ypotheses

Z illm ann has s tu d ied  a n d  th eo rized  abou t th e  effect o f  exem plar in  the  

context o f i ts  im pact o n  percep tion . H is hypo thesis th a t  exem plar w ould 

have stro n g er im pact on  percep tion  th a n  base  ra te  in fo rm ation  was based  

on  the following fin d in gs. People have difficulty  com prehending  an d  

processing s ta te m e n ts  involving specific in fo rm ation  su ch  as quan tities, 

percen tages, an d  probabilities. (B rosius & Keyser, 1991) Vivid or d ram atic  

exem plars a re  more likely  to  a t t r a c t  rea d e rs  or v iew ers, a re  m ore 

persuasive, a n d  are o ften  b e tte r  rem em bered- (B ar-H illel & Fischoff, 1981) 

Z illm ann also  refers to th e  av a ilab ility  h eu ris tic  (Tversky & K ahnem an) as 

a  ra tionale  o f the  effect of exem plars. I t  m eans people evaluate  the  

frequency o r likelihood of a n  even t on  th e  basis  o f how quickly  exem plifying 

in stances come to m ind. M ore vivid, recen t o r frequen t ev en ts  ten d  to have 

superio r recalls  an d  th e y  w ould have a  g rea te r  im p act on people’s 

perception  o f the phenom enon. T herefore exem plars a s  the  vivid 

depictions o f events help  people to reca ll th e  ev en t more quickly, an d  affect 

th em  m ore severely.

Now I  w ill exp lain  how th e  effect o f exem plar re la te s  to prim ing. I 

discussed e a rlie r  th a t  th e  ex em p la r th eo ry  w as b ased  on  the  idea  of 

availab ility  heuristic . P rim in g  effect can  also be based  o n  th a t  sam e idea,
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because a  construct m u st be a c tiv a ted  (available) in  m ind for a  w hile in  th e  

process o f  prim ing- S an b o n m atsu  expanded  th e  idea o f  availability- 

h eu ris tic  an d  p resen ted  the  id e a  of construct accessibility. (S an b o n m atsu  & 

Fazio, 1991) H e d istingu ishes ava ilab ility  from  accessibility  in  th e  rep o rt 

of construct accessibility. G enerally , ideas availab le  in  m em ory  a re  n o t 

equally  accessible. H e ex p la in s  p rim in g  a n d  p rim in g  effect in  te rm s o f 

accessibility  heu ris tic .

“P rim in g is  sim ply  a  p rocedu re  th a t  increase  th e  accessib ility  of 
a  construct o r response p a t te r n  in  m emory.” “A p rim ing  effect 
is a n  in s tan ce  w here a n  increase  in  th e  accessibility  o f a  
construct h a s  a n  im p ac t on  sub seq u en t perceptions or 
behavior.” (S anbonm atsu  &  Fazio, 1991)

A n exem plar is a  v ivid a n d  concrete depiction o f a  construct. 

Z illm ann exp la ined  in  his re c a ll s tu d y  th a t  th e  vividness o f th e  exem plar 

he igh tened  the  accessibility  o f a  construct in  person 's m em ory an d  th a t  

influenced th e  speed  of recall o f  the  construct. Therefore, w e can  a ssum e 

th a t  a  p rim in g  effect is occu rring  in  th e  process of the exem plar effect on  

recall. H ence i t  c a n  be concluded th a t  a n  exem plar can  be a n  effective 

prim e. M any experim ents, for exam ple  conducted  by Iyenger a n d  K inder 

(1987), Iyengar (1991), an d  Z illm ann  and  his associates (1992, 1994), have  

supported  th e  be lie f th a t  th e  ex em p la r has a  s tro n g e r effect th a n  base  ra te  

in fo rm ation  in  te rm s  of o v e restim a tio n  of rep o rted  phenom ena in  the  re a l  

world. Therefore, i t  is reasonab le  to conclude th a t  an  exem plar is a  m ore
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effective p rim e  th a n  b a se  ra te  in form ation .

As d iscussed , v ivid, recen t a n d  freq u en t exposure  to a  co n stru c t 

m akes i t  m ore  likely  to be  p rim ed , because vividness, recency an d  frequency  

a re  s tro n g  fac to rs to h e ig h te n  th e  accessib ility  o f a  co n stru c t. (S an b o n m atsu  

& Fazio, 1991). A no ther q u estio n  is  how  fa r  sem an tica lly  re la ted  id eas  re ­

ac tiva te  th e  construct in  m ind . D ifferent types o f associated  construc ts  

can  come to  a  person 's m in d  to  help p rim e a  construct. S ru ll a n d  W yer 

(1979, 1980) succeeded to p rim e the  construc t "dog" by p re se n tin g  a 

exem plar o f  th e  co n stru c t "poodle" a n d  Lofitus (1973) also d id  i t  by 

p re sen tin g  a  su p e ro rd in a te  category  "pet." A  person 's need  a t  th e  tim e  of 

exposure to  a  construct c an  affect th e  p rim in g  effect- F o r exam ple, m odera te  

h u n g er in c reases  the  accessib ility  of food-related construc ts  (Levine, Cein, 

& M urphy, 1942; W ispe & D ram barean , 1953). Take crim e rep o rts  a s  an  

exam ple. I f  exposure to  th e  rep o rts  of a  p a rtic u la r  crim e w ere very  recen t 

o r frequen t, th e  crim e a s  a  construct m ig h t be m ore likely  to be p rim ed . 

The exposure  to th e  rep o rts  also m ig h t rem ind  a  person o f re la te d  

constructs  su c h  as a  s im ila r  type  o f crim e o r a  m easure  to  p reven t th e  crim e. 

In  add ition , people w ho a re  cau tious w ith  crim e from  th e  firs t m ig h t be 

m ore like ly  to  be p rim ed  th a n  those who a re  not.

T herefore , i t  is a  reasonab le  idea  t h a t  w hen  sub jects a re  a sk ed  th e  

degree o f n e ed  for p rev e n tio n  of p a rtic u la r  crim es such  as  th e f t  an d  

b u rg la ry  o n  cam pus, th e  sub jects who a re  exposed to  exem plified re p o rts  of 

those c rim es w ill h ave  a  h igher degree o f need for p reven tion  (self-
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protection) to w a rd  those  rep o rte d  types of crim e th a n  th o se  w ho are  not.

From  th e  d iscussions above, I  hypothesize the  effect o f  exem plars a s  

follows.

H la :  S ub jects who re a d  exem plars a re  m ore lik e ly  to  have  self- 

p ro tec tin g  responses th a n  those  who rea d  base  ra te  in form ation .

H lb : S ub jects who re a d  com bination a rtic le s  o f  ex em p lars  and  

base  r a te  in fo rm ation  a re  m ore likely  to h av e  self-pro tecting  

responses th a n  those who re a d  only base ra te  in fo rm atio n .

E ven th o u g h  resea rch ers  like Brosius & K ayser (1991) indicate th a t  

people have  difficulty  com prehending an d  p rocessing  s ta te m e n ts  involving 

specific in fo rm atio n  such  as q u an titie s , percentages, a n d  probabilities, i t  is  

reasonab le  to  th in k  th a t  w h en  base ra te  in fo rm a tio n  is p resen ted  w ith  

exem plar, i t  w ill no t in h ib it th e  effect o f th e  exem plar. Because th e  

exem plar is  rep re sen ta tio n  o f th e  base r a te  in fo rm a tio n  w hich adds 

concreteness to  th e  report, th is  duplication  o f in fo rm a tio n  w ould  double th e  

chance for sub jec ts  to perceive th e  construct a n d  th a t  w ould  m ake it m ore 

strong ly  accessible r a th e r  th a n  w eaken  its  accessibility.

H lc : S ub jects who re a d  com bination a rtic les o f  exem p la rs an d  

base r a te  in form ation  a re  m ore likely  to h av e  self-protection 

responses th a n  those who re a d  exem plars.
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As Z illm ann explained  in  h is  reca ll study, the  exem plars th a t  h e ig h ten  

th e ir  vividness by  e nh ancin g  con ten ts m ig h t increase  th e  accessib ility  an d  

consequently  c a n  be th e  s tro n g e r p rim e. Z illm ann m an ip u la ted  exem plars 

o f carjacks according to th e  degree o f v ictim s' physical h a rm  w ith  d ifferen t 

adjectives for each  degree, (e.g. "lucky” for no injury, "unfortunate" for the  

severest injury) Subjects who w ere exposed to the  s to ries  in  w hich victim s 

suffered  severer in ju ries overestim ated  fa ta litie s  occu rring  in  carjack ings 

m ore th a n  those who rea d  sto ries in  w hich  victim s suffered  less severe 

in ju ries .

H id : Subjects who read  m ore enhanced  exem plars a re  m ore like ly  

to have self-protecting response th a n  who re a d  less-enhanced  

exem plars.

I also w ish  to study  th e  d u ra tio n  o f th e  p rim ing  effects by conducting  a 

second post te s t  th ree  w eeks a fte r  th e  exposure (p o sttes t 2) to th e  sam e 

subjects.

How long th e  effect w ill la s t is a n  im p o rtan t q uestion  because the 

len g th  of the  effect could be a  m easu re  o f s tre n g th  o f th e  effect. I  expect 

th a t  th e  p rim ing  effects w ill la s t  a  re la tiv e ly  short tim e  a fte r  the  exposure. 

P h illip s found th a t  the  pub lic ity  g iven to suicide sto ries on te lev ision  

even ing  news p rogram s d id  no t produce a  he igh tened  probability  o f  o ther 

suicides m ore th a n  ten  days a fte r  th e  in itia l repo rt. (Bollen & Phillips, 

1982) Berkow itz concluded th a t  th o u g h t ac tiv a tio n  often w as only
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tem porary , a n d  th e  com m unication’s im pact typ ically  declined  w ith  th e  

passage o f  tim e. (Berkow itz, 1984)

However, there  is  a n  opposing id ea  abou t th e  d u ra tio n  o f  m ed ia  effects. 

G erbner a rg u ed  th a t  m ed ia  violence could have a  long-lasting  influence on  

perceptions o f th e  re a l  w orld. H is cu ltiva tion  theory  is opposed to 

B erkow itz’s p rim ing  th eo ry  in  te rm s  o f d u ra tio n  o f m edia  effects. However, 

B erkow itz is sk ep tica l ab o u t th e  fac t th a t  a c tiv a ted  ju d g m e n ts  can  be 

tu rn e d  in to  a  p e rs is te n t percep tion . (Berkowitz, 1984) S an b o n m atsu  no ted  

th a t  p r im in g  is not a  change in  be lief o r a ttitu d e , o r th e  fo rm ation  of a  new  

belief o r a ttitu d e . (S an b o n m atsu  & Fazio, 1991) T herefore, the  self- 

protective response w ould  no t la s t  long; th e  effect w ould  be sh o rt-te rm .

P h illip s found th a t  suicide ra te  increased  a fte r a  suicide rep o rt 

pub lished  b u t the  im p act d idn’t  la s t  m ore th a n  te n  days. Z illm ann  took 

two w eeks to investiga te  th e  tim e  effect o f exem p lar on  percep tion . T hus, 

a t  lea s t tw o weeks w ere  needed  be tw een  two p o s tte s ts . However, because 

of d ifficulty  in  scheduling , th e  in te rv a l w as ex ten d ed  by a n  e x tra  w eek. 

The tim e  effects w ill be  in v es tig a ted  w ith  th ree  w eeks in te rva l.

H2: Self-protective responses a re  stronger r ig h t  a fte r th e  subjects 

w ere exposed to th e  m a te ria ls  th a n  th ree  w eeks a fte r exposure.

E v en  though  th e  effect subsides very  quickly, th e re  m u st be difference 

in  d u rab ility  of th e  effect b e tw een  b ase  ra te  in fo rm ation  a n d  exem plars. 

Z illm ann’s research  re su lte d  in  show ing longer la s tin g  effects o f th e
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ex em p lar on  perception. T herefore  th e  p rim in g  effect o f exem plar on  self- 

p ro tec tive  response  w ould la s t  longer th a n  th a t  o f b a se  r a te  in fo rm ation  

because accessib ility  is m ore likely  to rem a in .

H 3a: T he subjects w ho rea d  exem plars h av e  s tro n g er se lf  

p ro tec tion  responses a f te r  th ree  w eeks from th e  exposure  th a n  

those  w ho re a d  base  r a te  in form ation .

H3b: T he subjects who re a d  com bination  of base r a te  in fo rm ation  

and  ex em p la r have s tro n g e r se lf p ro tec tio n  responses a fte r  th re e  

w eeks from  th e  exposure th a n  th o se  who re a d  on ly  base ra te  

in fo rm ation  or those w ho re a d  only exem plars.

H3c: T he subjects who re a d  en h an ced  exem plars h av e  stronger 

self-pro tection  response a f te r  th ree  w eeks from th e  exposure th a n  

those w ho re a d  less-enhanced  exem plars.
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C H A PTER  FOUR 
S tu d y  M ethod

T he degree o f self-p ro tection  responses to w a rd  p a r tic u la r  crim es 

p re se n te d  in  d ifferent s ty les  of new s rep o rts  (IVs), w hich a re  (1) base  ra te  

in fo rm ation , (2) exem plar, (3) en h an ced  exem plar a n d  (4) com bination  o f base  

ra te  a n d  exem plar w ere com pared  to  find  out th e  re la tive  s tre n g th  of th e  

effects. F o u r groups o f subjects r e a d  respectively  one o f four sty les o f 

fictional crim e reports d ea ling  w ith  th e f t  in  the  M SU  lib ra ry  a n d  b u rg la ry  in  a  

residence  h a ll, and  th e  subjects ra te d  th e ir  own self-protection feelings, th a t  

is, to w h a t degree th ey  feel the  need  to  p ro tec t them selves from  th o se  kinds o f 

crim es. P o s tte s ts  w ere conducted im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  th e  session  a n d  again  

th ree  w eeks a fte r the  session.

SUBJECTS

T he survey  sessions w ere conducted  in  A pril o f 1999. U n d e rg rad u a te  

s tu d e n ts  enrolled  in  a n  in troduc to ry  telecom m unication  course  (TC200) 

receiv ing  c lass cred it for p a rtic ip a tio n  served  a s  subjects. Subjects w ere 

in form ed th a t  the  p a rtic ip a tio n  w as voluntary , th e y  could chose n o t to  answ er 

questions th e y  did n o t w a n t to a n sw e r a n d  could d iscontinue th e  survey  a t  

a n y  tim e  w ithou t penalty . S ub jects w ere also to ld  th a t  th e i r  v o lun ta ry  

a g reem en t to  p artic ip a te  w ould be in d ica ted  by th e ir  com pletion a n d  re tu rn  o f
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th e  questionnaire . T he inform ed consen t policy w as also s ta te d  on  th e  cover 

sheet of a  su rvey  booklet, a n d  subjects w ere given tim e to re a d  it.

PROCEDURE

Survey  booklets tit le d  "A S urvey  for S tuden ts ' A ttitu d e  tow ard  

P reven tion  of Crime", th a t  consisted  of cover sh ee t (included consen t 

inform ation), sto ries, questionnaire  a n d  code nam e form , w ere  d is tr ib u te d  to 

th e  subjects random ly. A  m ale ex p erim en ter told subjects th a t  th ey  w ould 

p a rtic ip a te  in  two stud ies : one on th a t  day  an d  a  second session  21 days la te r  

a t  th e  sam e place. Subjects w ere g iven about five m in u tes  to rea d  crim e 

stories. A fter exposure, subjects w ere  told to fill ou t th e  questionnaire  in  

about te n  m inu tes. T hey  w ere not allow ed to go back  to th e  sto ries . A fter th e  

questionnaire , subjects w ere told to c rea te  th e ir  own codenam e a n d  w rite  i t  on  

the  codenam e form  in  o rder to m a tch  th e  resu lts  of two su rveys a n d  en su re  

anonym ity. A fter filling  ou t the  form , booklets w ere collected, a n d  subjects 

w ere th a n k e d  an d  rem inded  the  n e x t survey session w ould be held  th re e  

w eeks from  th a t  day.

T hree  w eeks la te r  a t  the  sam e class, s tu d en ts  who p a rtic ip a te d  in  th e  

f irs t su rv ey  p icked up th e ir  codenam e sheets a ttach ed  w ith  consen t forms a n d  

questionnaires r ig h t before s ta r tin g  th e  survey. They w ere to ld  n o t to look a t  

the  questionnaire  u n til  th ey  were to ld  to s ta r t  it. The sam e experim en ter a s  

the  f irs t su rvey  exp la ined  to the sub jects about the  inform ed consent policy 

again . Subjects w ere to ld  to fill o u t a  questionnaire  in  ab o u t te n  m inu tes. 

A fter filling  o u t a  questionnaire , sub jects w ere th an k ed  a n d  booklets w ere
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collected.

IN D E P E N D E N T  VARIABLES

T he independen t v a riab le s  consist o f  fou r types o f  crim e stories: b ase  

ra te  in fo rm ation , exem plified sto ry  (exem plar), e n h an c ed  exem plar a n d  

com bination  o f  base  ra te  in fo rm ation  a n d  exem plar.

C rim e S to ry  V aria tion

Two topics w ere p re p a re d  for th e  s to rie s  for m a n ip u la tio n  to enhance  

g en era liza tio n . I f  only one topic w ere used , th e  sub jects m igh t respond  b a sed  

u pon  th e ir  feelings abou t t h a t  topic, a n d  n o t crim e in  gen era l. O ne topic w as 

th e f t in  th e  M SU  lib ra ry  a n d  th e  o th e r  w a s  b u rg la ry  in  a  residence h a ll. 

T hese  topics w ere chosen because those  inc iden ts  a re  no t uncom m on for 

sub jects w ho a re  u n iv e rs ity  s tu d e n ts  a n d  because th e y  could h ap p en  to 

everyone reg a rd le ss  o f gender.

B ase  R a te  In fo rm ation

B ase r a te  in fo rm ation  is a  type o f s to ry  based  on  s ta tis t ic a l  num b ers  a n d  

a n  e x p la n a tio n  o f them . B o th  th eft s to ry  (sto ry  A) a n d  b u rg la ry  sto ry  (sto ry  

B) con ta in  a  num ber o f in c id en ts  in  th e  p a s t, s ta tis t ic a l  evidence th a t  those  

k in d of in c id en ts  are  increasing , m ajor c au ses  of th e  crim es a n d  a  w ay  o f 

p reven tion .

StoryA
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M S U  police focus o n  lib ra ry  th e f ts
T he M SU  Police & P ublic  S afe ty  D e p a rtm en t is now focusing on 
p rev e n tio n  o f freq u en t th e fts  in  th e  M SU  lib ra ry  a s  o f the  
b eg in n in g  o f 1999. In  1998, police rep o rted  778 th e fts  on 
cam pus. 85 occurred  in  th e  M SU  m ain  lib rary . T his is abou t 
11 % o f  th e  to ta l nu m b er o f th e f ts  on  cam pus. The M SU  m ain  
l ib ra ry  h a d  th e  h ig h es t th e f t  r a te  o f  a ll cam pus facilities, 
follow ed b y  th e  In te rn a tio n a l C enter, 5%. M SU  police took these  
s ta tis tic s  se riously  a n d  have  b een  try in g  to  reduce th e fts  by 
in c re a s in g  p a tro ls  a n d  ca lling  u se rs ' a tte n tio n  tow ard  th e ir  
be longings. F lie rs  have  b een  u se d  since J a n u a ry  1999 to 
p rom ote  a n t i  th e f t procedures. So far, th e y  have  not w orked well. 
T he n u m b e r o f larcen ies rep o rted  in  J a n u a ry  w as 10, two m ore 
th a n  th e  sam e m o n th  la s t  year. T h ere  w ere  13 in  F eb ruary  
com pared  to 10 a  y e a r  ago. O th e r  s ta tis tic s  show th a t  90% o f 
th e f ts  occurred  w hen  a  p e rson  le ft h is /h e r belongings 
u n a tte n d e d . M SU  police D etective M au reen  R am sey sa id  "It is 
o u r job to  figh t crim e, b u t th e  m ost efficient w ay  to p rev en t th is  
type  o f crim e is to  p ay  m ore a tte n tio n  to  belongings."

S to rv  B

R ecen t cam p u s th e f ts  rem in d  s tu d e n ts  to  lock dorm  room s

A  rec en t se ries o f a tte m p te d  th e fts  a t  M SU  residence ha lls  
m ig h t cause  m ore s tu d e n ts  to  a tte n d  to  secu rity  in  th e ir  rooms. 
M SU  police C ap t. Tony K leibecker sa id  th e re  h as  been  a  
s u b s ta n tia l  prob lem  reg a rd in g  b reak -in s  in  s tu d en t residence 
h a lls . In  1997 M SU  police rep o rted  106 larcen ies a n d  100 
b reak in g -an d -en te rin g s  in  residence h a lls . In  1998, larcen ies 
in c reased  to  149 a n d  b reak -in s  in c reased  to 134. The average 
e s tim a te d  loss also in c reased  from  $400 to $580 betw een  1997 
a n d  1998. The b iggest loss rep o rted  la s t  y e a r  w as $6000 th a t  
in c lu d ed  a  stereo , a  w atch , accessories a n d  a  laptop com puter. 
O ften, th e  th ieves a re  no t M SU  s tu d e n ts , M SU  police C apt. Tony 
K leibecker sa id . T hey  victim ize people who a re n ’t  carefu l abou t 
locking  th e ir  room s, he  sa id . M SU  police sa id  th e  b e s t w ays to 
p re v e n t b reak -in s  are :
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■  A lw ays lock doors, even  w hen  leav ing  for a  sh o rt tim e o r 
sleeping .
■  Keep expensive th in g s  in  a  safe p lace, (draw er, sa fe ty  box etc.)
■  Im m ed ia te ly  re p o rt suspicious people to police.

E xem plified  S to ry  (E xem plar)

Two versions o f  b o th  th e  theft a n d  b u rg la ry  s to ries  were c rea ted . The 

first one w as exem plified  stories of th o se  two topics (crim es). A n exem plar 

depicted th e  inc iden ts  in  d e ta il includ ing  th e  s itu a tio n  of th e  crim e, th e  

m ethods u sed  in  those  crim es, the  e x te n t of dam age. E xem plars w ere 

created  a s  typ ical s to ries  for each topic, th e ft in  th e  lib ra ry  an d  b u rg la ry  in  

the  dorm itory. M ajor causes w ritten  in  base  ra te  in fo rm ation  w ere adopted  

in  c rea ted  exem plars a s  th e  m ethods o f crim es.

Story A
Police B rie f

O n F e b ru a ry  15, 1999, an  M SU  studen t, 21, repo rted  h e r  
w a lle t sto len  o n  th e  f irs t floor of th e  M SU  library . She left h e r  
belongings on  th e  s tu d y  desk u n a tte n d e d  to look for some books, 
a n d  re tu rn e d  to  find  h e r  backpack opened an d  h e r  w alle t sto len .
T here  w ere ab o u t tw en ty  o ther people in  the  room  a t the  tim e, 
b u t  no one could  iden tify  the  p erso n  who stole h e r  w allet, M SU  
police said. Police believe th a t  som eone stole th e  v ictim 's 
w a lle t w hen  sh e  left h e r  s tudy  desk. The loss is e s tim ated  a t  
85 dollars.

Story B

Police B rie f
A  Shaw  H a ll res id en t, 19, rep o rted  h is stereo  sto len  a fte r  he  

discovered som eone h a d  broken in to  h is  room  betw een  10 a.m . 
a n d  5 p.m . on  F e b ru a ry  10, 1999. T he s tu d en t re tu rn e d  to h is
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room, a fte r  c lasses to  find  the  door closed, b u t  unlocked. The 
ste reo  on h is  desk  w as m issing. T here  w as ev idence th a t  th e  
lock w as picked, M SU  police sa id . The th e f t  is  s im ila r to 
se v e ra l o th e r recen t larcen ies in  s tu d e n t do rm ito ry  room s in  th e  
la s t  fou r weeks, M SU  police sa id . T here  w ere  no w itnesses.
M SU  police have no suspects in  th e  case. L osses a re  e s tim ated  
a t  $150.

E nhanced  V ersion o f E x em p lar (E nhanced  E xem plar)

M eanw hile  the  second crim e s to ries  w ere  c re a te d  to  ad d  m ore vividness 

to the  exem plar. T hree rid es  o f en h an cem en t w ere adop ted  to create  vivid 

version o f exem plars. F ir s t  o f  all, concrete  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t victim s, th e  

person w ho com m itted  th e  crim es, an d  m easu re s  o f th e  crim es w ere added.

Second, some ad v erb ia l ph rases w ere  added. Z illm ann  exam ined  th e  

effect o f exaggera tion  o f new s rep o rt on  percep tion . In  h is  study, he 

exaggera ted  a  carjack ing  sto ry  in  four levels by  ch an g in g  th e  degree of in ju ry  

th a t  th e  v ictim  suffered. H e added a n  adverb  in  each  s to ry  such  as "luckily" 

for the  low est in ju ry  version  and  "unfortunately" for th e  severest version. 

This m ethod  w as applied  to  th is  experim ent. For exam ple,

She carelessly  left h e r  belongings o n  th e  desk  u n a tte n d e d . 

U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  w ere no w itnesses.

Finally, th e  am oun t o f th e  loss w as ra ised . T he  m easu re  w as b ased  on 

th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  la rg e r loss evokes m ore a tte n tio n  to w ard  th e  crim es.

In  story  A  $85 o f loss w as ra ised  to $200 in  th e  en h an ced  exem plar. In  s to ry  B 

$150 w as ra ise d  to $400 in  th e  enhanced  version.
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Story A
M SU  ST U D EN T  HAS M O N EY  ST O L E N  IN  LIBRARY
O n F e b ru a ry  15 1999, L a u ra  F o s te r (21), Jun io r, Psychology, 
h ad  h e r  w a lle t s to len  on  th e  f irs t floor o f th e  M SU  library. 
A fter f in ish in g  th e  la s t  c lass o f th e  d ay  a t  5 PM , she w en t to  th e  
lib ra ry  to  study. A t a ro u n d  6:30 P M  sh e  le ft th e  s tu d y  desk  to 
look for som e jo u rn a ls . B ecause th e  jo u rn a ls  w ere in  the  
period ica l c o m e r in  fron t o f h e r  desk , sh e  carelessly  left h e r  
belongings (backpack, books, a n d  sta tio n ery ) on th e  desk  
u n a tte n d e d . W hen  she  cam e b ack  to  th e  desk , she found th a t  
h e r  backpack  w as open a n d  th e  w a lle t w as sto len . Since people 
w ere com in g  a n d  going in  th a t  a re a  a t  t h a t  tim e, th e re  w as no 
w ay  anyone could  id en tify  th e  perso n  w ho stole h e r  w alle t. 
H ow ever a n o th e r  s tu d e n t sa id  he saw  a  suspicious looking m an  
h an g in g  a ro u n d  th e  floor. Police believe th a t  th e  m an  sto le  h e r 
w a lle t by ta k in g  ad v an tag e  of h e r  absence. Police also assum e 
th a t  th e  p erso n  h a d  been  w a itin g  for h e r  to  leave because  she 
w as only  gone for a  m in u te  or two. Losses a re  e s tim ated  a t  200 
dollars.

S to ry  B

RO BB ER H IT S A N O T H ER  M SU  ST U D E N T  R ESID EN C E
S haw  H a ll re s id en t, Jo e  Sw anson  (19), sophom ore, Political 
Science, rep o rted  h is  s te reo  s to len  a f te r  he  discovered som eone 
h a d  b roken  in to  h is  room  betw een  10 a .m . a n d  5 p.m ., O ctober 
10. T he s tu d e n t re tu rn e d  to h is  room  a f te r  class a t  5 p .m . to 
find th e  door closed, b u t unlocked a lth o u g h  he m ade su re  to 
secure  th e  door w h en  he  le ft th e  room  in  th e  m orning. H is 
stereo  a n d  som e m oney on  th e  desk  w ere  sto len . M SU  police 
assum e th a t  th e  crim e m ig h t have  b een  com m itted by a  
p ro fessional because  th e re  w as evidence th a t  th e  lock h a d  been  
sk illfu lly  p icked. T he occurrence is s im ila r  to severa l o ther 
recen t la rcen ies t h a t  h ave  p lagued  s tu d e n t residences since la s t 
m o n th  in  E a s t  L ansing , M SU  police sa id . U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  
w ere  no w itnesses . T hefts genera lly  occur in  a  place w here  th e re  
a re  few expected  w itnesses, M SU  police sa id . M SU police have
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no suspec ts  in  th e  c ase . Losses a re  e s tim a te d  a t  $400*.

C om bination  o f  B ase R a te  a n d  E xem plar

Base ra te  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  exem plar, exp la ined  in  deta il above, w ere 

sim ply  p u t on  th e  sam e s h e e t o f paper.

S to ry  A

M SU  police focus o n  lib ra ry  th e fts
The M SU  Police &  P ub lic  Safety  D ep artm en t is now  focusing on 
p reven tion  of fre q u e n t th e fts  in  th e  M SU  lib ra ry  a s  of th e  
beg inn ing  o f 1999. I n  1998, police rep o rted  778 thefts on  
cam pus. 85 occurred  in  th e  M SU m a in  library . T h is  is abou t 
11 % o f  th e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  th e fts  on cam pus. T he M SU  m ain  
lib rary  h a d  the  h ig h e s t th e ft ra te  o f a ll  cam pus facilities, 
followed by  the  In te rn a tio n a l  Center, 5%. M SU  police took these  
s ta tis tic s  seriously  a n d  have  been  try in g  to reduce thefts by 
increasing  p a tro ls  a n d  calling  u se rs ' a tte n tio n  tow ard  th e ir  
belongings. F liers  h av e  b een  used  since J a n u a ry  1999 to 
prom ote a n ti  th e ft p rocedu res . So far, th e y  have no t w orked w ell.
The n u m b er of la rc en ie s  rep o rted  in  J a n u a ry  w as 10, two m ore 
th a n  th e  sam e m o n th  la s t  year. T h ere  w ere 13 in  F eb ruary  
com pared to 10 a  y e a r  ago. O th e r s ta tis tic s  show  th a t  90% of 
thefts occurred w h e n  a  person  le ft h is /h e r  belongings 
u n a tten d ed . M S U  police D etective M au reen  R am sey  said "It is 
our job to  figh t crim e, b u t  th e  m ost effic ient w ay  to  p reven t th is  
type of crim e is to  p a y  m ore a tten tio n  to  belongings.''

Police B rie f
O n F e b ru a ry  15, 1999, a n  M SU  stu d en t, 21, reported  h e r  

w allet s to len  on th e  f ir s t  floor of th e  M SU  library. She left h e r 
belongings on  th e  s tu d y  d esk  u n a tte n d e d  to  look for som e books, 
and  re tu rn e d  to find h e r  backpack opened  a n d  h e r  w a lle t stolen.
T here w ere  abou t tw e n ty  o th e r people in  th e  room  a t  the tim e,
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b u t no one could iden tify  th e  p erso n  who stole h e r w alle t, M SU 
police said. Police believe th a t  som eone stole th e  victim 's 
w a lle t w hen she  left h e r s tu d y  desk. T he loss is e s tim a te d  a t  
85 dollars.

S to ry  B

R ecen t cam pus th e fts  re m in d  s tu d e n ts  to  lock dorm  room s
A  recen t series o f  a tte m p te d  thefts  a t  M SU  residence  h a lls  
m ig h t cause m ore s tu d e n ts  to  a tte n d  to secu rity  in  th e ir  room s. 
M SU  police C ap t. Tony K leibecker sa id  th e re  h a s  b een  a  
su b s ta n tia l problem  re g a rd in g  break-ins in  s tu d e n t residence 
h a lls . In  1997 M SU  police reported  106 larcen ies a n d  100 
b reak ing -and-en terings in  residence ha lls . In  1998, larcen ies 
increased  to 149 an d  b reak -in s  increased  to 134. T he average 
e stim ated  loss also in c reased  from  $400 to $580 b e tw een  1997 
a n d  1998. T he biggest loss repo rted  la s t y e a r  w as $6000 th a t  
included a  stereo, a  w atch , accessories a n d  a  laptop com puter. 
O ften, the th ieves a re  no t M S U  studen ts , M SU  police C ap t. Tony 
K leibecker sa id . T hey v ictim ize people who a re n 't carefu l about 
locking th e ir  room s, he sa id . M SU  police sa id  th e  b e s t w ays to 
p rev en t b reak-ins are:
■  Always lock doors, e v en  w h en  leav ing  for a  sh o rt tim e  or 
sleeping.
■  Keep expensive th ings in  a  safe place, (draw er, sa fe ty  box etc.)
■  Im m ediately  rep o rt susp ic ious people to police.

Police B rief
A  Shaw  H all res id en t, 19, repo rted  h is  stereo  s to len  a fte r  he 

discovered som eone h a d  b ro k en  into h is room  betw een  10 a.m . 
a n d  5 p.m . on  F eb ru a ry  10, 1999. The s tu d e n t re tu rn e d  to  his 
room  after c lasses to f in d  th e  door closed, b u t unlocked. The 
ste reo  on h is  desk  w as m issing . There w as evidence th a t  the  
lock was picked, M SU police said. The th e ft is s im ila r  to 
severa l o ther recen t la rcen ies  in  s tu d en t dorm itory  room s in  the  
la s t  four w eeks, M SU  police said . T here  w ere no w itnesses. 
M SU  police have no su spec ts  in  th e  case. Losses a re  e s tim a ted
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at $150.

D E PE N D E N T  VARIABLES

T he dependen t variab les a re  th e  degree o f self-protective response 

tow ard  th e  rep o rted  crim es.

Twelve s ta tem en ts  th a t  exp ress needs a n d  th e  opposite feelings for 

p reven tion  o f  reported  crim es w ere p rep a red . S ix  o f th em  w ere for S to ry  A  

a n d  six  for S to ry  B. T hree o f those s ix  s ta te m e n ts  w ere  s ta tem en ts  o f needs 

for p rev en tio n  a n d  the  o th er th ree  w ere  s ta te m e n ts  o f th e  opposite feelings. 

Subjects w ere  asked  th e ir  ag reem en t a n d  d isag reem en t w ith  each  s ta te m e n t 

a n d  to ra te  w ith  7- poin t L ikert scales. 1 rep re se n ts  s tro n g  ag reem en t a n d  7 

rep re sen ts  s tro n g  d isagreem ent w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t. D a ta  from s ta te m e n ts  o f 

needs for p rev en tio n  w ere reversed  in  d a ta  an a ly sis  so th a t  a  la rg e r n u m ber 

rep re sen ts  s tro n g er self-protective feelings.

T w enty-eigh t s ta te m e n ts  abou t o th e r  crim es w ere  also p rep a red  as 

dum m y  q u estio n s to p rev en t in te rn a l validity, d em an d  charac teristics . All 

forty  qu estio n s were random ly  a rra n g e d  a n d  re a rra n g e d  in  the  second su rvey  

to en su re  e x te rn a l validity. O nly th e  ra tin g s  of tw elve s ta tem en ts  re la te d  to 

th e  rep o rte d  crim es w ere analyzed. T he tw elve s ta te m e n ts  w ere a s  follow. 

Scores of s ta te m e n ts  w ith  (R) w ere rev e rsed  in  an a ly sis .

S to ry  A

1. I don’t  w a n t to leave m y coat on  a  c h a ir  u n a tte n d e d  in  the  M SU  library .

(R)
2. I w a n t som eone to keep a n  eye o n  m y b ag  o n  a  s tu d y  desk  in  th e  M SU  

lib ra ry  w h e n  I leave th e  desk  to look for books. (R)
3. I w a n t to  b rin g  all m y s tu ff  w ith  m e w hen  I  go to  a  re s t  room  in  th e  M SU
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library. (R)
4. T here  w ill be no problem  w hen  I  leav e  m y  textbooks on  a  s tu d y  desk  a n d  

go look for som e jo u rn a l in  th e  M S U  lib rary .
5. I w ill leave m y s tu ff  on  a  s tu d y  d e sk  u n a tte n d e d  w h e n  I look for books in  

th e  M SU  library .
6. I t  is no t n ecessa ry  to a s k  som eone to  keep  a n  eye on  m y s tu ff  w h e n  I  leave 

a  s tu d y  d e sk  to  go to a  r e s t  room  in  th e  M SU  library.

S to ry  B
1. I  don’t  w a n t to  keep expensive th in g s  in  m y  room . (R)
2. I  w an t to  lock th e  door o f m y room  e v e ry  tim e  I go o u t even it  is  ju s t  for 2 o r 

3 m inu tes. (R)
3. I  w an t one m ore lock for th e  door o f  m y  room . (R)
4. T here  w ill be  no prob lem  w hen  I leave  th e  door o f m y  a p a rtm e n t o r room  

unlocked w h e n  I go o u t ju s t  for a  couple o f  m inu tes.
5. W here I  live, th ere  w ill be no p rob lem  i f  I leave expensive th in g s 

u n a tten d e d .
6. The secu rity  of my room  ag a in st b u rg la ry  is  adequate .
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CHAPTER FIV E 
R esults

106 s tu d e n ts  took th e  f irs t te s t. 105 sub jects w ere  valid , an d  one w as 

in v a lid  b ecau se  th e  q u estio n n a ire  w as incom plete. E ach  condition h a d  th e  

follow ing n u m b e r  o f sub jects: (1) base  ra te  in fo rm atio n  26, (2) exem plar 29, (3) 

en h an ced  e x em p la r 25, a n d  (4) com bination 25. One sam p le  w as e lim in a ted  

from  cond ition  1, an d  4 w ere  e lim ina ted  from  condition 2 random ly  to  m ake 

each  n u m b er p e r  cell even, 25 each.

RELIA B ILITY  O F  SCALES

F ac to r an a ly sis  w as perfo rm ed  respective ly  on self-protective response  

d a ta  m e a su re d  by  six q u estio n s for sto ry  A, th e f t in  th e  lib ra ry  story, a n d  

s to ry  B, b u rg la ry  in  a  do rm ito ry  room . A ll six  s to ry  A item s w ere 

un id im ensiona l, a n d  th e  s ta n d a rd ize d  re liab ility  coefficient w as .81 (alpha) 

(Table 1&2). T he an a ly sis  for sto ry  B item s y ielded  th re e  factors. Q u estio n  

2,4,an d  5 w ere  ex trac ted  from  item s a n d  fac to r an a ly sis  w as perfo rm ed  on 

those  item s ag a in . The re s u l t  w as un id im ensional, a n d  th e  s ta n d a rd ize d  

re liab ility  coefficient w as .73 (alpha). (Tables 1&2)

IM M ED IA TE SELF-PR O TEC TIV E R E SPO N SE S

H ypo thesis  l a  p red ic ted  th a t  subjects w ho re a d  exem plars w ould have
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Table 1: C o rre la tions am ong  Item s

Story A

Q l Q2 Q3

Q uestion  1 1.0

Q uestion  2 .31 1.0

Q uestion  3 .36 .38 1.0

Q uestion  4 .29 .44 .32

Q uestion  5 .38 .41 .63

Q uestion  6 .38 .44 .48

S to rv B

Ql Q2 Q3

Q uestion  2 1.0

Q uestion  4 .67 1.0

Q uestion  5 .27 .47 1.0

Q 4 Q5

.49 1.0

.51 .51

'"Item w ord ing  in  C h a p te r Four, pages 26,27.
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Table 2: S tan d ard ized  R eliab ility  Coefficients for Scales

Scales Alpha

S to ry  A .81

S to ry  B .73
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s tro n g e r self-protective resp o n ses th a n  th o se  who rea d  b ase  ra te  in fo rm ation . 

O ne-w ay om nibus a n a ly s is  o f v a riance  w as perform ed on  self-protective 

response  d a ta  for sto ry  A  a n d  sto ry  B . B o th  story  A  [F(3,92)=1.17, n .s.] an d  

s to ry  B [F(3,92)=1.34, n .s.] failed  to  y ie ld  sign ifican t difference o f m eans 

betw een  conditions. (Table 3) T hus, th e  re s u lts  failed to  suppo rt hypo thesis 

l a .

In d ep en d en t sam ples t- te s t  w as perfo rm ed  on self-pro tective response  

d a ta  to com pare betw een  b a se  ra te  cond ition  and  o th e r th re e  conditions. In  

th e  t- te s t o f s to ry  A, sm a ll difference w a s  found  [t(98)=-1.30, p< .10(l-tailed)]. 

T he t- te s t o f s to ry  B y ie ld ed  sign ifican t difference b e tw een  condition  1 and  

o th ers  [t(98)=-1.97, p< .05(l-ta iled )]. (Table 4) T he  re su lts  ind irec tly  

su p p o rted  hypo thesis l a  t h a t  p red ic ted  s tro n g e r effect o f exem plar over base 

ra te  in fo rm ation .

H ypothesis lb  p red ic ted  th a t  sub jec ts  who read  com bination  a rtic le s  of 

exem p lar a n d  base ra te  in fo rm ation  w ould have s tro n g e r self-protective 

responses th a n  those w ho re a d  only b a se  ra te  in form ation . From  om nibus 

ANOVA re su lts  (Table 3), hypo thesis l b  could  not be te s te d . B ut th e  re su lts  

o f t- te s t (Table 4) in d irec tly  su ppo rted  th e  hypothesis th a t  p red ic ted  s tro n g e r 

effect of com bination  cond ition  over b ase  r a te  condition.

H y p o th esis  lc  p re d ic te d  th a t  su b je c ts  w ho re a d  co m b in a tio n  a r t ic le  of 

e x e m p la rs  a n d  b a se  r a t e  in fo rm a tio n  w o u ld  have  s t ro n g e r  se lf-p ro te c tiv e  

resp o n ses th a n  those w ho r e a d  ex em p la rs . O m nibus ANOVA fa iled  to  y ie ld  

sig n ifican t d ifferences b e tw e e n  cond itions (Table 3). T herefo re , h y p o th es is
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Table 3: A nalysis o f V ariance  for Im m edia te  P o s tte st

Storv A

N M ean S td . Dev.

B ase R a te  In fo rm atio n 25 29.8 6.2

E xem plar 25 30.6 7.4

E nhanced  E xem plar 25 31.6 6.5

C om bination 25 33.2 6.5

F=1.17, n .s.

S torv B

N M ean Std. Dev.

Base R ate  In fo rm atio n 25 12.5 4.5

E xem plar 25 14.6 3.8

E nhanced  E xem plar 25 14.0 4.7

C om bination 25 14.6 4.1

F=1.34, n .s.
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Table 4: T-Test for Immediate Posttest

Storv  A

Base R a te  Info rm ation  

O ther C onditions 

t—1.30, p<.10 (1-tailed)

Story B

Base R a te  In fo rm ation  

O ther Conditions 

t=-1.97, p<.05 (1-tailed)

N  M ean  Std.D ev

25 29.8 6.2

75 31.8 7.1

N  M ean  Std.D ev

25 12.5 4.5

75 14.4 4.2
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lc  could not be tested .

H ypothesis Id  p red ic ted  th a t  sub jects w ho re a d  m ore enhanced  

exem plars w ould  have s tro n g e r self-protective resp o n ses th a n  w ho re a d  less 

enhanced  exem plars. T h is  hypo thesis  could  no t be  te s te d  because om nibus 

ANOVA d idn 't find  sign ifican t d ifferences betw een  conditions (Table 3).

T IM E E FFE C T

91 s tu d e n ts  took th e  second te s t  th a t  w as conducted  th ree  w eeks a fte r 

th e  im m ediate  posttest. T he d a ta  p rov ided  by  a  p a r tic ip a n t w hose d a ta  w ere 

in v a lid  in  th e  first te s t  w ere  e lim in a ted . O n ly  m atched  d a ta  in  both  

im m ed ia te  a n d  delayed p o s tte s t w ere u sed  for th e  an a ly ses . E ach  cell has 

th e  following n u m ber o f subjects: (1) 23, (2) 22 , (3) 21 , a n d  (4) 22.

H ypothesis 2 p red ic ted  th a t  self-pro tective responses w ould  be 

s tro n g e r r ig h t a fte r  th e  sub jects w ere  exposed to  th e  m a te ria ls  th a n  th ree  

w eeks a fte r exposure. P a ired  sam p les t- te s ts  w ere perform ed o n  self- 

p ro tective response  d a ta  to com pare m ean s b e tw een  im m ed ia te  p o s tte s t  and  

delayed  p o sttes t. The t- te s t  for s to ry  A  y ielded  s ig n ifican t difference betw een 

to ta l  m ean  o f  p o st te s t 1 a n d  p o st te s t  2 [t(87)=2.09, p< .025(l-ta iled )]. The t- 

te s t  for story  B  also y ielded  sign ifican t difference [t(87)=4.43, pc .O l (1-tailed)]. 

(Table 5) In  com parison be tw een  to ta l  m eans o f  p o s tte s t 1 a n d  those  of 

p o s tte s t 2, hypothesis 2 w as supported .

P a ired  sam ples t- te s ts  w ere  also perfo rm ed  to  com pare m ean s in  each 

condition betw een  im m edia te  p o s tte s t a n d  de lay ed  p o sttes t. T he t- te s t  in  

condition 1, base  ra te  in fo rm ation  condition, fa iled  to yield  sign ifican t
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difference b e tw een  p o s tte s t 1 a n d  p o s tte s t 2 in  bo th  sto ry  A  [t(22)=1.04, n.s.] 

a n d  sto ry  B[t(22)=1.31, n .s.]. T he t- te s t  in  condition  2, ex em p lar condition, 

fa iled  to y ie ld  significant difference in  s to ry  A  [t(21)=.70, n.s.] b u t y ie lded  

s ign ifican t d ifference in  s to ry  B [t(21)=3.31, p<.01]. T he t- te s t  in  condition 2, 

en h an ced  ex em p la r condition, failed  to  y ie ld  sign ifican t difference in  b o th  

s to ry  A [t(20)=.78, n.s.] a n d  s to ry  B[t(20)=.83, n.s.]. T he t- te s t  in  condition 4, 

com bination  condition, y ie lded  sign ifican t difference b o th  in  sto ry  A 

[t(21)=.1.88, p<.05] b u t y ie lded  sm all difference in  sto ry  B [t(21)=3.52, 

p<.01]. (Table 6) In  com parison  b e tw ee n  m ean s in  each  condition, 

hypo thesis 2 w a s  supported  on ly  in  th e  ex em p la r condition (sto ry  B) an d  th e  

com bination  condition  (sto ry  A  a n d  B).

P a ired  sam ples t- te s ts  w ere also p e rfo rm ed  to com pare m eans in  e a c h  

c o n d itio n  b e tw e e n  im m e d ia te  p o s tte s t  a n d  d e la y ed  p o s tte s t. T he t - te s t  in  

c o n d it io n  1, b a s e  r a te  in fo rm a tio n  c o n d it io n , f a i le d  to  y ie ld  s ig n if ic a n t  

d ifference b e tw ee n  p o s tte s t 1 a n d  p o s tte s t  2 in  b o th  s to ry  A [t(22)=1.04, n .s.] 

a n d  s to ry  B [t(22)=1.31, n .s .]. T he t - te s t  in  cond ition  2, e x em p la r condition, 

fa ile d  to y ie ld  s ig n if ic an t d iffe rence  in  s to ry  A  [t(21)= .70, n .s .]  b u t y ie ld ed  

sign ifican t difference in  s to ry  B [t(21)=3.31, p<.01]. T he t- te s t  in  condition 2, 

e n h a n c e d  e x e m p la r  co n d itio n , fa iled  to  y ie ld  s ig n if ic a n t d ifference  in  b o th  

s to ry  A [t(20)=.78, n.s.] a n d  s to ry  B[t(20)=.83, n.s.]. T he t- te s t  in  condition 4, 

c o m b in a t io n  c o n d it io n , y ie ld e d  s ig n i f i c a n t  d if f e re n c e  b o th  in  s to r y  A 

[ t(2 1 )= 1 .8 8 , p < .0 5 ]  a n d  i n  s to r y  B [ t(2 1 )= 3 .5 2 ,  p < .0 1 ] . (T a b le  6) I n  

co m p ariso n  b e tw e e n  m e a n s  in  each  co n d itio n , h y p o th es is  2 w a s  su p p o rte d  

o n l y  i n  t h e  e x e m p l a r  c o n d i t i o n  ( s t o r y  B)  a n d  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n
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Table 5: Matched Samples T-Test for Time Effect

Story A N  M ean

Time 1 88 31.8

Time 2 88 30.8

t=2.09, p< .025 (1-tailed)

Storv B N Mean

Time 1 88 14.1

Time 2 88 12.7

t=4.43, p< .01 (1-tailed)

Std.Dev

6.8

7.0

Std.D ev

4.2

4.0
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Table 6: M atched Sam ples T-Test for T im e Effect 2 

Story A

B ase R ate  In fo rm ation  N

Tim e 1 23

Tim e 2 23

t=1.04, n.s.

E xem plar N

Tim e 1 22

Tim e 2 22

t= .70, n.s.

E n h an ced  E xem plar N

Tim e 1 21

Tim e 2 21

t=.78, n.s.

C om bination  N

Tim e 1 22

Tim e 2 22

t=1.88, P<.05 (1-tailed)

30.6 5.6

29.4 6.9

Moan Std.D ev

31.3 7.7

30.6 6.0

Mean Std.D ev

32.3 6.9

31.4 7.6

M ean Std.Dev

32.9 6.8

31.6 7.8
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Table 6 (cont'd)

S torv  R

B ase R a te  In fo rm ation N M ean

Tim e 1 23 12.9

Time 2 23 12.0

t=1.31, n .s.

E xem pla r N Mean

Tim e 1 22 15.4

Tim e 2 22 13.3

t=3.31, p< .01 (1-tailed)

E n h an ced  E xem plar N Mean

Tim e 1 21 13.5

Time 2 21 13.0

t=.83, n .s.

C om bination N Mean

Tim e 1 22 14.5

Tim e 2 22 12.3

t=3.52, P< .01  (1-tailed)
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Std.Dev

4.5

4.1

S td .D ev

3.1 

3.7

S td .D ev

4.4

3.9

S td .D ev

4.4

4.4
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condition  (story  A  a n d  B).

DELAYED SELF-PRO TECTIV E RESPO N SES

H ypothesis 3 a  p red ic ted  th a t  th e  subjects w ho read  ex em p lars  would 

have s tro n g e r self-protective responses th a n  th o se  who re a d  base  ra te  

inform ation- O ne-w ay om nibus analysis  of v a rian ce  w as perfo rm ed  on self- 

p ro tec tive  response  d a ta  in  delayed p o s tte s t for s to ry  A an d  s to ry  B. B oth 

sto ry  A  [F(3,87)=.45, n.s.] and  sto ry  B [F(3,87)=.62, n.s.] fa iled  to yield  

s ign ifican t d ifference o f m eans betw een  conditions. (Table 7) Therefore 

h ypo thesis  3 a  could  no t be  supported from  the  ANOVA resu lts .

In d ep en d en t sam p les t-tes t w as perfo rm ed  on  self-protective response 

d a ta  in  th e  delayed  p o s tte s t to com pare base  ra te  condition (condition  1) a n d  

o ther th re e  conditions (condition 2,3 a n d  4). The t- te s ts  y ielded no 

s ig n ifican t difference fo r b o th  story A  [t(89)=-.93, n .s.] and  s to ry  B.[t(89)=-.96, 

n.s.]. (Table 8) T herefo re  hypothesis 3 a  ag a in  could  not be supported .

H ypothesis 3b p red ic ted  th a t th e  sub jects w ho rea d  com bination  of base  

ra te  in fo rm atio n  a n d  exem plars w ould have  s tro n g e r self-protective responses 

a fte r th re e  w eeks from  th e  exposure th a n  those  w ho rea d  on ly  base ra te  

in fo rm ation  or those  who read  only exem plars. B o th  ANOVA a n d  t - te s t  resu lts  

did n o t su p p o rt h ypo thesis  3b (Table 7&8).

H ypothesis 3c p red ic ted  th a t th e  sub jects w ho re a d  en h an ced  exem plars 

w ould h av e  s tro n g e r self-protective responses a f te r  th ree  w eeks from  th e  

exposure  th a n  th o se  w ho rea d  less-enhanced  exem plars. B oth  ANOVA an d  t- 

te s t re s u l ts  d id  n o t su p p o rt hypothesis 3c (Table 7&8).
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Table 7: A nalysis o f  Variance for D elayed P o s tte s t  

S ta ry A

N M ean Std,

B ase R a te  In fo rm ation 23 29.4 6.9

E x em p la r 25 30.2 7.0

E n h an ced  E xem plar 21 31.5 7.6

C om bination 22 31.6 7.8

F=.45, n .s. 

S to ry  B

N M ean Std,

B ase R ate  In fo rm ation 23 12.0 4.1

E xem plar 25 13.4 3.5

E n h an ced  E xem plar 21 13.0 3.8

C om bination 22 12.3 4.4

F=.62, n .s.
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Table 8: T-Test for Delayed Posttest

Story-A

Base R a te  In fo rm atio n  

O ther C onditions 

t=-.93, n.s.

Story B

Base R ate  In fo rm atio n  

O ther C onditions 

t=-.96, n .s.

N  Mean Std.Dev

23 29.4  6.9

68 31.1 7.4

N Mean Std.Dev

23 12.0 4.1

68 13.0 3.9
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CHA PTER SIX  
Discussion.

The re su lts  o f  th e  an a ly se s  ind icate  th a t ,  (a) subjects who a re  exposed to 

c rim e reports c o n ta in in g  som e k ind  o f ex em p la r have  fa irly  s tro n g e r  self- 

p ro tective resp o n se  th a n  th o se  who re a d  b a se  ra te  in form ation , (b) th e  self- 

protective resp o n se  decreases over tim e, a n d  (c) the  exem plar effect found  in  

th e  im m ediate  p o s tte s t  d isap p ea rs  over tim e .

IN TERPRETA TIO N S O F FIN D IN G S

I t canno t be  concluded th a t  th e re  w a s  enough m an ip u la tio n  effect 

be tw een  conditions because  of the  fa ilu re  in  om nibus ANOVA. However, 

th e re  w ere som e effects o n  th e  read ers  o f c rim e  reports co n ta in in g  exem plars 

com pared to th e  re a d e rs  o f  base  ra te  in fo rm ation . I  hypo thesized  th a t  

exem plar a n d  en h an ced  exem plar w ould  yield s tro n g e r self-protective 

responses th a n  b ase  ra te  in fo rm ation  (H l,a ,b ). A ssum ing  a n  ex em p la r 

he igh tens th e  accessib ility  o f a  construct fo rm ed by rea d in g  a  crim e report, 

th e  self-protective response  a s  a  p rim ing  response  shou ld  be s tro n g e r in  th e  

exem plar condition . T he re su lts  a re  co n sis ten t w ith  those hypo theses. 

T hus, it  could be  considered  th a t  th is  is th e  evidence o f the  su p e rio rity  of 

exem plar a g a in s t base  r a te  in fo rm ation  in  p rim ing  effect, n o t only in  

percep tion  a n d  re c a ll a s  Zi l lmann  an d  o th e r  resea rch e rs  have  proved.
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I  hypo thesized  th a t  th e  self-protective response  w ould  decrease over 

tim e . T he po in t o f  th e  hypo thesis is  w h e th er th e  effect o f th e  crim e report is 

co n sis ten t w ith  a  g en e ra l p rim in g  effect in  te rm s  o f its  e n d u ra n ce  or needs 

o th e r  exp lanation . T he re su lts  o f  pa ired  sam ple  t- te s ts  b e tw een  im m ediate 

p o s tte s t a n d  delayed  p o s tte s t found th a t  th e  self-protective response 

s ig nific a n t ly  declined  a fte r  th re e  w eeks bo th  in  s to ry  A a n d  s to ry  B. As far as 

th ese  overa ll an a ly ses  a re  concerned, i t  c a n  be  concluded th a t  th e  self- 

p ro tec tive  response  la s ted  only  a  short p e rio d  o f tim e. In  condition by 

cond ition  com parisons, sign ifican t decreases w ere  found on ly  in  th e  exem plar 

condition  a n d  in  th e  com bination  condition. T hese re s u lts  th u s  do not 

perfectly  suppo rt th e  conclusion I  m ade from  th e  overa ll an a ly sis . However, 

considering  th e  fact th a t  the  change  of th e  effect w as in  th e  r ig h t direction, in  

o th e r  w ords, a ll th e  m eans in  fou r conditions decreased  over tim e regard less 

o f significance level, i t  could be sa id  th a t  the  self-protective response  tends to 

decrease  over a  period  o f tim e u n d e r  any  condition.

B ased  on  th a t  finding, th e  self-protective response a f te r  read in g  crime 

rep o rts  can  be b e tte r  exp la ined  by  the  p rim in g  theory, w hich  assum es a  

sh o rt-te rm  effect in  co n tra s t to  cu ltivation  theory, w hich a rg u e s  m ore th a n  a  

tra n s ie n t  effect.

T he exem plar effect found  in  the  im m ed ia te  p o s tte s t no longer existed 

a fte r  th ree  w eeks. T h a t is, c rim e report re a d e rs  have th e  sam e degree of 

self-protective feelings reg ard less  o f the  rep o rtin g  sty les o f  crim e reports they  

re a d  th ree  w eeks ago. T his r e s u l t  is con trad ic to ry  to th e  hypo thesis  I  m ade, 

w h ich  sa id  th e re  w ould s till  be  stronger self-protective response am ong
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e x em p la r rea d e rs  th a n  am ong  base  ra te  read ers  in  delayed p o stte s t (H3 a,b). 

T he ra tio n a le  o f th e  s tro n g e r self-protective response on exem plar condition in  

p o s tte s t 2 is th a t  th e  co n stru c t p rim ed  by  a n  exem plar is s till  accessible in  

m em ory  a fte r  c e rta in  periods o f tim e  w hile th e  effect of base  ra te  read in g  

becom es triv ia l, a n d  th e n  on ly  th e  construc t p rim ed  by th e  exem plar is re ­

a c tiv a ted  by stim u li. However, th e  re s u lt  ind icates th a t  th e  superio rity  o f 

ex em p la r does no t ex is t a f te r  th re e  w eeks. I t  is th u s considered th a t  the  

accessib ility  o f th e  construc t p rim ed  by  a n  exem plar d issipa ted  w ith  the  

p assag e  o f tim e, a n d  d id  n o t rem a in  enough  to y ield  difference in  response. A 

hypo thesis p red ic ted  th a t  ex em p la r w ould yield  stronger self-protective 

responses th a n  base  ra te  in fo rm ation  a fte r  th ree  weeks. The hypothesis did 

n o t have  enough ra tio n a le  to  su p p o rt th a t  a n  exem plar w ould leave its  

accessib ility  a fte r  th ree  w eeks. T herefore th e  hypothesis should  not be 

m a in ta in ed . Unexpectedly, however, th e  re su lt verifies th a t  the  ra tiona le  of 

exem p la r th eo ry  th a t  is based  on  p rim in g  theory  an d  availability/accessibility  

h e u ris tic  is convincing. B ecause if  exem plar effect w as not based  on those 

ideas, th e re  m u st be som e effects o f exem plar conditions rem ain ing  in  th e  

de layed  p o sttes t.

T he d isappearance  o f ex em p la r effect also indirectly  supports th e  

sh o rt-te rm  endu rance  of self-protective response th a t is th e  consequence of 

p rim ing . The constructs p rim ed  by  crim e repo rts  lost th e ir  accessibility to 

y ie ld  b o th  exem plar effects a n d  p rim in g  response in  a  sh o rt period of tim e. 

T h is ex p lan a tio n  of sh o rt-te rm  effect o f crim e reports  on p rim in g  response by 

u s in g  accessib ility  h eu ris tic  ra tio n a le  is m ore reasonable  th a n  th e
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e x p lan a tio n  by  ju s t  a n  ind ica tion  o f  decrease o f overall self-protective 

response  from  p o s tte s t 1 to  p o s tte s t 2.

UNSOLVED PROBLEM S

M an ip u la tio n  in  th is  s tu d y  w as n o t effective enough  to  d is tin g u ish  each  

condition 's im pact on  p a rtic ip a n ts . Z illm ann  po in ted  o u t th e  d ifficulty  to 

com pare th e  effects o f b ase  ra te  in fo rm atio n  a n d  ex em p la r (Z illm ann, 1999). 

I t  is no t in fo rm ative  com parison  i f  a n  exem plified  s to ry  is con trad ic to ry  to th e  

q u a n tita tiv e  in fo rm ation  in  th e  b a se  ra te . T hus, i t  canno t be den ied  th a t  

th e re  could  have  been  an o th e r fac to r to y ield  difference in  p rim in g  effect 

b e tw een  conditions. For instance, in  th e  com bination  condition th a t  is  found 

to  have  h ig h es t m ean , base  ra te  in fo rm atio n  a n d  a n  exem plar o f b o th  s to ry  A 

a n d  B w ere p re sen te d  to  subjects. Subjects in  th is  condition re a d  four s to ries  

in  to ta l, com pared  to two stories in  o th e r  conditions. T he volum e difference 

m ig h t have  in fluenced  on  th e  s tre n g th  of self-protective response. I f  th is  

a ssu m p tio n  w as tru e , i t  could exp la in  the  effect of am oun t o f exposure on  

p rim in g  effect, b u t  n o t th e  exem plar effect on prim ing .

B ase ra te  in fo rm ation  con ta in ed  a c tu a l exam ples of p reven tion , w hile  

exem p lars a n d  en h an ced  exem plars h a d  only  suggestion . T h a t m igh t have  

decreased  th e  difference in  self-protective responses betw een  th e  base  r a te  

condition  a n d  th e  exem plar/enhanced  exem plar condition, because p rev en tio n  

is  d irec tly  re la te d  to  th e  dependen t v ariab le , self-protective response. Subjects 

in  b ase  ra te  condition  m igh t have recognized  exactly  w h a t shou ld  be done for 

p rev en tio n  from  th e  sto ries an d  th a t  m igh t have en ticed  th em  to ra te  th e ir
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se lf-pro tective  feelings h igher. Inconsistency  b e tw ee n  conditions m u s t be 

e lim in a te d  to  im prove th e  resu lts  b y  n o t m en tio n in g  any  exam ple of 

p rev e n tio n  o r  by  includ ing  th e  sam e p rev en tio n  exam ples in  a ll conditions.

I  concluded  th a t  the  exem plar condition  y ie lded  s tronger self-protective 

response  th a n  th e  b ase  ra te  condition im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  th e  exposure to crim e 

rep o rts . H ow ever, i t  m igh t be too early  to  genera lize  th is  conclusion from  the  

two crim e s to rie s  p re sen te d  in  th is  study. T he re liab ility  analy ses ind icated  

th a t  th e  m e a su re  o f in d ep en d en t variab les o f S to ry  A  (theft in  th e  lib rary ) w as 

m ore re liab le  th a n  th a t  o f S to ry  B (b u rg lary  in  a  do rm ito ry  room). A ll six 

item s in  S to ry  A  w ere found  to be un id im en sio n a l. The t- te s t  resu lts  

revealed , how ever, th a t  S to ry  A h ad  less e x em p la r effect th a n  S to ry  B. 

Briefly, th e  self-protective response to w ard  S to ry  A  w as h igher b u t more 

unifo rm  th a n  th a t  tow ard  S to ry  B. T h is could be in te rp re te d  th a t  th e  crime 

th a t  S to ry  A  d e a lt w ith  w as too fam ilia r for sub jec ts. Subjects m ig h t have 

a lre a d y  recognized  th e  possib ility  or d an g er o f l ib ra ry  theft, an d  sem an tica lly  

re la te d  id ea s  ab o u t lib ra ry  th e ft m igh t have b e e n  availab le  in  m em ory to 

som e e x te n t. As exp la ined  previously, recen t a n d  freq u en t exposure to a n  

ev en t h e ig h te n s  accessib ility  o f a n  id ea  sem an tica lly  re la te d  to th e  w itnessed  

even t. T h is  id e a  suggests th a t  a  h ighly  accessible co n stru c t m igh t absorb the 

effect o f  th e  ex em p la r w h e n  i t  is re-ac tiva ted . Conversely, th is  id ea  also 

su g g ests  th a t  b a se  ra te  in fo rm ation  could y ield  a s  s tro n g  p rim in g  effect as a n  

ex em p la r does, i f  th e  p re sen te d  idea  h a s  a lre ad y  been  h igh ly  accessible 

som ehow  o r o ther. H ence, i t  is n ecessa ry  to  e lim ina te  th e  effect of 

p re d o m in a n t co n stru c t th a t  is prev iously  acq u ired  in  order to  draw  a
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g en era liza tio n  o f exem plar's  superio rity  on  p rim in g  effect in  fu tu re  resea rch .

Scales fo r sto ry  B, shou ld  be im proved. T hree  s ta te m e n ts  for s to ry  B, 

w hich  h a d  less  co rre la tion  w ith  o thers (1,3 a n d  6, see p.p.27), were re la tiv e ly  

sh o rt an d  g en era l. T hey shou ld  be ch an g ed  to be m ore specific no tions of 

p reven tion . F o r exam ple, s ta te m e n t n u m b e r 3, "I w a n t one m ore lock for th e  

door of m y room ," could be changed  to "I don 't w a n t to  have  a  lock th a t  is  easy  

to  be picked b y  a  burglar."

IM PLICA TIO NS

The find ings o f th is  research  do not exp la in  every th ing  ab o u t th e  

m echanism  o f th e  cha in  reaction  of s im ila r  crim e, a n d  th a t  is not th e  m ain  

purpose of th is  study, e ith er. Especially, w h e th e r o r no t th e  self-protective 

reaction  observed  in  th is  s tu d y  rea lly  causes th e  sam e behavior is  s till 

an o th e r issu e  to investigate . However, th e  resea rch  findings have som e 

im plications th a t  m igh t give a n  account of th e  phenom enon in  the  lig h t of 

m ed ia  effects.

The self-protective response  is p roved  to be short-lived. As I took a s  a n  

exam ple in  in troduction , m an y  people w ere  rep o rted  to feel ill a fte r ta k in g  

food or d r in k  w ith  no poison afte r a  m u rd e r  by poison is  reported, a n d  two 

w eeks la te r  i t  stopped. T h is occurrence suggests th e  sho rt-term  p rim in g  

effect of new s rep o rts  on peoples' reac tions tow ard  them .

I t could  no t be p roven  in  th is  s tu d y  th a t  th e  more viv id  the  con ten ts of 

reports, th e  s tro n g e r th e  effect on p r im in g  in  com parison  betw een exem pla r 

condition a n d  enhanced  exem plar condition . However, th e  fact th a t  a n
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exem plar as vivid  in form ation  h ad  s tro n g e r effect com pared  to less v ivid base  

ra te  in form ation  gives som e rea lity  to  th e  hypothesis- T his hypothesis is 

im p o rtan t because i f  it  w ere tru e  it  w ould  suggest t h a t  sensa tiona lism  in  th e  

m ed ia  m ight ta k e  p a r t  in  a  se ries o f copycat crim es a n d  p a ran o id  reactions of 

people.

The self-protective response w as short-lived  in  a n  experim en ta l se ttin g . 

H ow ever i t  m igh t no t be th e  case  in  th e  re a l world. T h e  m ed ia  choose ev en ts  

th a t  they  consider are  im portan t, an d  cover repeatedly . T h a t m edia behavior 

doesn 't give enough  tim e to  decrease th e  accessib ility  o f p rim ed  construct. 

Therefore, th e  prim ing  response  tow ard  p a rticu la rly  excep tional even ts like 

th e  A pril 1999 school shooting  in  Colorado could take  lo n g er to come to a n  end. 

I t  is necessary, however, to  have  broader perspective beyond  th e  field o f m ed ia  

s tu d y  in  order to  investigate  how th is  k in d  of phenom enon rea lly  occurs.

In  addition, th is  s tu d y  m ethod could be applied  to  investigation  of effects 

of crim e reports  in  o ther m edia. R eports on  te lev ision  especially  could b rin g  

la rg e r  self-protective response th a n  o th e r conventional m edia  such as  radio , 

m agazine and  new spaper do, because television  can p re s e n t  people m ore vivid 

inform ation. For m an ipu la tion  we could show  the te s tim o n y  of a n  eyew itness, 

a  p ic tu re  of a  p e rso n  who com m itted a  crim e, and  e v e n  th e  scene of a  crim e 

ac tu a lly  com m itted  w ith  videotape ta k e n  by  a  su rveillance  cam era. O n  th e  

o th e r  hand, i t  w ould be m ore difficult to  create  consistency  betw een sto ries 

because of th e  num erous w ays TV can  be u sed  for dep iction . T he final issu e  to 

be ra ised  deals w ith  the  co n ten t and  s tru c tu re  of the  exem plar. No one h a s  ye t 

specified th e  d ifferen t w ays in  w hich a n  exem plar m a y  be created . How long?
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H ow  m uch  em otion? How m any  exam ples? T hose k inds o f  questions re m a in  

for fu tu re  re sea rch .
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APPENDIX A

A Survey for Students' Attitude toward Prevention of Crime

The purpose of this survey is to find out whether different ways of writing up 
crimes make you feel differently about those reported crimes. You will be 
surveyed twice.

In the First Survey
•  You will read a  report about two crimes in about 5 minutes.
•  You will be asked to answer questions to determine your attitude 

toward the crime and crime prevention in 5 minutes.
•  You will be asked to create a  CODE NAME for yourself and write it 

on the "code name form" attached to this booklet. This code name 
will be used to ensure your anonymity and to permit us to match the 
results of the first and second survey. The total time involved will 
be about 15 minutes.

In the Second Survey (about three weeks after the first survey)
•  You will again be asked to answer questions about crimes, crime 

reports, and crime prevention in 5 minutes. The total time will be 
about 10 minutes.

Your participation is voluntary. You may choose not to participate. You may 
choose not to answer questions you don’t want to answer, and you may 
discontinue the survey at any time without penalty.

You indicate your voluntary agreement to participate by completing and 
returning the questionnaire. The information you provide on the questionnaire is 
private. The researcher will protect your confidentiality to maximum extent 
allowable by law.

Satoru Awano 
332-3420

For question about your rights a s  a  human subject of research:
University Committee in Research Involving Human Subjects

Chair: David E. Wright 
355-2180
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APPENDIX B

A Survey for Students' Attitude toward Prevention o f Crime. 
INSTRUCTION

The statements in this questionnaire are about crime prevention. Read each 
statem ent and check the scale according to your agreement or disagreement with
it.

Example: I don,t want to walk on campus streets alone at night.
S t r o n g l y  . 0 . ,. -  7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 D | S A G R E E

t
Neutral

1. I don't want to stay in a laundry room alone at night 
S t r o n g l y  . 2 _ . g ~ 7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

2. I don't want to leave my coat on a chair unattended in the MSU library.
S t r o n g l y  . 7 _ 7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

3. I would ask police to help if I were harassed with nuisance phone calls very often.
S t r o n g l y  . _ _ . _ ~  7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

4. I don’t want to keep expensive things in my room.
S t r o n g l y  . 2 3 . g g ,  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 Z 4 °  °  D I S A G R E E

5. I want someone to keep an eye on my bag on a study desk in the MSU library when I leave the desk to 
look for books.
S t r o n g l y  . 2 3 . g ~ 7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 D 1 S A G R E E

6. I don’t want to bring more than $100 with me.
S t r o n g l y  . 2 3 . g 7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

7. There could be more patrol cars driving around on and off campus.
S t r o n g l y  . 2 3 . g g ? S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  q | S A G R E E

8. I think the best way to get away from a stalker is to move to a different place.
S t r o n g l y  . 2 3 . g g 7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D , Q A G R E E

9. I want to learn the art of self-defense (tae kwon do, aikido, karate...)
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S t r o n g l y  . _ -  . R _ _  S t r o n g l y
A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

10. A car alarm system will not prevent car theft
S t r o n g l y  .  2  _ - _  R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 0 * 3 0 /  D | S A q R E E

11. There will be no problem when I leave my textbooks on a study desk and go look for some journal in the 
MSU library.
S t r o n g l y  1 2  -  - -  _  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  O I S A G R E E

12. People shouldn't be allowed to carry a weapon even for self-defense.
S t r o n g l y  .  _  -  .  _  _  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

13. I will ask police to help if someone stalks me for a long period of time.
S t r o n g l y  ,  2  _  .  R _  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

14. I want to walk on main streets with streetlamps and avoid deserted streets on campus at night. 
S t r o n g l y  . _ _ . R _ 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 3 * 3 0 /  D I S A G R E E

15. I want to lock the door of my room every time I go out even it is just for 2 or 3 minutes.
S t r o n g l y  .  _ _ . _  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 3 * 3 0 /  D | S A G R E E

16. I will leave my stuff on a study desk unattended when I look for books in the MSU library. 
S t r o n g l y  1 0 ~ R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 3 * 3 0 /  D , S A G R E E

17. If alcohol were completely prohibited in East Lansing, crime involving MSU students would decrease 
sharply.
S t r o n g l y  A 9 .  -  _  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 3 * 3 0 /  D , S A G R E E

18. I would rather walk than use the safe-ride transportation service when I have to go through the campus 
at night
S t r o n g l y  1 0 .  -  R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  i * 3 * o o /  D I S A G R E E

19. There will be OQ problem when I leave the door of my apartment or room unlocked when I go out just for 
a couple of minutes.
S t r o n g l y  .  „  _ . -  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 3 * 3 0 /  D , S A G R E E

20. If there were domestic violence in my neighborhood, I would stay away from it.
S t r o n g l y  1 2  ,  .  g  y  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  i * 3 * o o /  D , S A G R E E

21. To walk on campus alone in the night will be qq problem.
S t r o n g l y  1 2 -  4  g  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 3 * 3 0 /  q | S A G R E E

22. I want to bring all my stuff with me when I go to a rest room in the MSU library. 
S t r o n g l y  . 2 ,  - _ -  7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 * 3 * 3 0 /  q | S A G R E E

23. I think the best way to defend myself from assault is to learn the art of self-defense.
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S t r o n g l y  . 0 ,  . R R 7  S t r o n g l y
A G R E E  Z ** 0 ' D I S A G R E E

24. Where I live, here will be hq problem if I leave expensive things unattended.
S t r o n g l y  . 9 -  . R R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

25. I want to use the safe-nde transportation service when I have to go through the campus in the night
S t r o n g l y  .  0 _ . -  R 7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 4  4 * 0 0 / '  D , S A G R E E

26. Drinking alcohol causes more crime than drug use.
S t r o n g l y  1 9 ~ . -  R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 4  4 * 0 0 /  D I S A G R E E

27. If I found evidence of domestic violence in the neighborhood, I would report it to police. 
S t r o n g l y  i 9 -  a  e r  7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

28. I think the best way to avoid nuisance phone calls is to change my current phone number.
S t r o n g l y  1 9 ~ .  R R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  i  4  4  *  o  o  /  Q  , S A G R E E

29. It is nat necessary to ask someone to keep an eye on my stuff when I leave a study desk to go to a rest 
room in the MSU library.
S t r o n g l y  * 0  ~ .  R R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

30. I don’t want to have friends under 21 drink alcohol at a party.
S t r o n g l y  .  9  7  .  R R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

31. I think every car should have an alarm system or a special lock to prevent car theft.
S t r o n g l y  1 9 ~ R R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

32. I don't want someone who gets drunk to drive me home.
S t r o n g l y  i  9  -  ±  R R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

33. I want one more lock for the door of my room.
S t r o n g l y  .  0  .  -  R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  ' 4  4  *  o  o  i  D , S A G R E E

34. 1 don't care if I walk on deserted streets on campus at night
S t r o n g l y  .  0  -  .  -  R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

35. The security of my room against burglary is adequate.
S t r o n g l y  1 0  -  .  c  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 4  4  *  3  o  '  D | S A G R E E
36. i want to ask the floor manager or the rental office to settle any trouble I have with a roommate/neighbor 

instead of dealing with it by myself.
S t r o n g l y  .  0  ,  A  c  7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

37. I want to carry some kind of weapon for self-defense.
S t r o n g l y  .  9  ,  .  R R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  1 4  0 ^ 0 0 /  D | S A G R E E

38. There could be more plainclothes police officers walking around campus.
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S t r o n g l y  1 ,  _ . R 7  S t r o n g l y
A G R E E  D I S A G R E E

39. It is not dangerous to stay in a laundry room at night
S t r o n g l y  1 _ _ .  R 7  S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D | S A G R E E

40. There should be surveillance cameras in every university facility.
S t r o n g l y  1 ~ 7 S t r o n g l y

A G R E E  D I S A G R E E
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